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 B.S. in Chemistry, minor in Mathematics, Georgia 
Southwestern State University (2001-2004)

 Ph.D. in Chemistry, University of Kentucky (2004-2008)

 Post-doctoral fellow, University of Alberta (2008-2012)
 Post-doctoral fellow and teaching instructor, University 

of Kentucky (2012-2013)
 Visiting Assistant Prof., 

Rose-Hulman (2013-2014)
 Assistant Prof.,

Franklin College (2014-2018)
 Assistant Prof., 

Rose-Hulman (2018-)
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Personal Information
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Career Decisions
• Came to the US at the age of 21
 Wanted to be a medical doctor

• Majored in pre-med/Bio first
 Quickly realized that I should change majors

• Graduated with Chem-major & Math-minor
 What next?  Grad school?

• Studied Physical Chemistry at UK
 Originally interested in Biochem…
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Career Decisions (Cont’d)
• Successfully defended thesis!
 What next?  Find a job?  Post-doc?

• What after post-doc?
 Stay in academia?  Go to industry?  National 

lab?

• What kind of school should I teach?
 R1?  Undergraduate only?  Liberal arts?

• Build teaching experiences
 UK → Rose → Franklin College → Rose 
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• Undergraduate engineering school
 Founded in 1874
 Top-ranked (U.S. News & World Report College 

Guide)
 ~2,100 students (11:1 student-faculty)
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My Duties at Rose-Hulman
• Chemistry and Biochemistry Department
 11 Faculty (3 physical chemistry)

• Main Duties/Responsibilities
 Teaching
 Research
 Service
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Teaching
• General Chemistry
• Physical Chemistry
• Upper level elective
• Independent research

• Study abroad course
 Food and Drink in 

Japan
• Seminar

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Period 1
8:00 – 8:50
Period 2
9:00 – 9:50

CHEM111-03
G310

CHEM111L-53
E 104

CHEM111-03 
G310

CHEM111-03 
G310

Period 3
10:00 – 10:50
Period 4
11:00 – 11:50 Office Hour CHEM111-04

G310
CHEM111-04

G310
CHEM111-04

G310
Period 5
12:00 – 12:50 Faculty Meeting
Period 6
1:00 – 1:50 Office Hours

Research
Period 7
2:00 – 2:50

CHEM111L-51
E104

CHEM111L-52
E104

Office HoursPeriod 8
3:00 – 3:50
Period 9
4:00 – 4:50

Dr. Sunahori Fall 20 Schedule
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Research: Matrix Isolation Spectroscopy
• 2 undergraduate students
• Computational chemistry
• Molecular spectroscopy
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Service
• Committees
• Academic advising
• Chaperone students to conferences
• Research advising



10

Typical Yearly Schedule
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Pros
• Lots of interactions 

with students
• Long summer vacation
• Not much pressure to 

publish
• Flexibility at work
• $$

Cons
• Lots of interactions 

with students
• Very busy 9 months
• Limited research 

time/funding
• Need to develop new 

courses

 Try it out (if possible)
 Do what you ENJOY!

https://www.salary.com/research/salary/benchmark/assoc-professor-chemistry-salary



In Free Time…

Things I love to do:
Brewing beer
Rock climbing
Kick/boxing

Playing/watching basketball
Aurora hunting

Cooking
Mushroom hunting

12



13

Thank You!
• Questions?
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